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The mission of St. George 
Antiochian Orthodox Church  

 

Is to serve God and the community 
by commitment to the GospelÕs 
command to grow in the knowledge 
of Jesus Christ through faith, 
hope, and love. It is a parish of the 
Self –Ruled Antiochian Orthodox 
Christian Archdiocese of North 
America.   
The Orthodox Church follows the 
faith and practice of the apostles 
and disciples of Christ handed 
down by the ancient Christian 
fathers and twenty centuries of 
Church tradition. Genuine Christian 
life nurtures and stimulates our 
spiritual and moral development. 
The liturgical life of the Orthodox 
Church has been developing over 
the last 2000 years. By taking part 
in the mysteries of ChristÕs life, 
death and resurrection at the 
liturgical services, the community 
members are drawn to repentance 
and the gradual change of their 
inner selves. 
To join the community of St. 
George or to find out more 
information, please fill out the 
Guest Book in the Narthex.  We 
hope this day will be spiritually 
rewarding for you.  Fr John will be 
happy to answer any questions.  
Join us in the hall after Liturgy for 
our Coffee Hour and Fellowship. 
 

 

His Beatitude John X Patriarch of Antioch 
and all the East.  

His Grace Bishop Anthony, Auxiliary 
Bishop of the Diocese of The Midwest 

 
 

V. Rev Father John Ojaimi, Pastor 
Archdeacon Yarid Sahley 

Office: (216) 781-9020  
Pastor's Cellular: (440) 665-6724 

www.stgeorgecleveland.com                                                 

Pastor’s E-Mail: frjojaimi@msn.com                                                                                                                             
Parish E-Mail: office@stgeorgecleveland.com 

Sunday November 20, 2022 
 

Tone 6 / Eothinon 01 
 

Transfer of 
 The Entrance of the Theotokos  

WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS 
We are glad you are worshiping with us   

today. There are Service Books in the pews. 
Orthodox Christians must be prepared for 

Holy Communion through Confession,     
Fasting, Prayer and by   being at peace with 

others. Please seek and give forgiveness    
before receiving Holy Communion. At the 

conclusion of the Divine Liturgy, please join 
us for coffee hour in the Parish Hall. 



 

Candles are offered for the Health, Safety & Spiritual Welfare of:  
All of our parishioners, their family members and their friends.  
The sick, shut-ins, homeless and needy  
Family & Friends by George Haddad 
 

Candles are offered in Beloved Memory of: 
All of your beloved ones falling asleep in the Lord. 
All Clergy and servants of God. 
All the Victims of war and violence and diseases in the whole universe. 
Michel Hayek, Michael Simone & Bob Mourad by the Hayek family 
Wadia Ameen by his wife Mary & family 
Edward & Evelyn Haddad by their  family 
Edward & Rita Fadel by his family 
Charles Haddad by Joan & family 
Joie Haddad by George Haddad and his Family 
William Isaac by his Wife June Isaac 
Ramona Darmour by her  daughter  Charmaine Darmour  
Sami Harb by Ragda Harb 

 

UPCOMING DIVINE SERVICES 
Christmas Fast began November 15, 2022 

Sunday November 27, 2022 Orthros Service @ 9:30 am; Divine Liturgy @ 10:30 am 

for the sick, sufferings,  
shut-ins , needy, homeless, victims of disasters, 

war and violence in the whole universe. 

“Then the Jews began to argue with one another, saying, How 
can this man give us His flesh to eat? So Jesus said to them, 
Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of 
Man and drink His blood, you have no life in yourselves. He who 

eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life, and I will 
raise him up on the last day”.  
 John 6:52-54 

  “With fear of God, faith And love draw near”. 
Come to Church, Jesus loves you, we love you  

In 1 Timothy 5, Paul describes the church not as a building but as people dedicated to doing       
whatever it takes to reach out and help others. We have a responsibility to serve and help others in 
need as the church. Caring for each other as well as those outside of the church is the quickest way 
to see Jesus change lives. Too o en, we see a need and wait for the pastor or someone on staff to 
take responsibility. But that’s not the way church works.  



Divine Liturgy Variables on Sunday November 20, 2022 
Tone 6 / Eothinon 01; Transfer of The Entrance of the Theotokos  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 









We are thankful to the Lord to have  
His Grace Bishop Anthony  

 in our midst today .  
We are truly blessed by his presence 

Many Years Masters. 

       THE DISMISSAL 

Dear Saint George Family, Beloved in Christ 
 

Our community is fortunate to have such compassionate and loving Parishioners. Because of your 
pledge and support, our Church is able to continue to serve you and to support the needy families.  
 

As we read in the  2 Corinthians 9:7 “Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not  reluctantly 
or under  compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver”. 
 

What makes us Christians is our faith being reflected by our actions in a beautiful way that  manifests 
our identity through our work of love. 
 

With The Parish Council we are making every effort to reduce our expenses, to ensure our  reserve 
fund can be maintained for its intended purpose and the future growth and support of our Church. We 
are   asking  anyone who is financially able, to either mail a pledge donation check to the Church’s  
Office or Donate via our website Donation button. 
 
Also please let us know if you have any hardships that the Church can help with. We will try to support 
you in any way possible. 
 
In closing, we ask for  the Lord’s Protection to keep all of us safe, and to guide all of us to become  His 
new disciples and to serve and love His people 

Priest: May He Who rose from the dead, Christ our  true God, through the  intercessions of His all
-immaculate and all-blameless holy Mother, whose Entrance into the Holy of Holies we now celebrate. 
By the might of the Precious and  Life-giving Cross; by the protection of the honorable Bodiless Powers 
of Heaven; at the supplication of the honorable, glorious Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist John; of the 
holy, glorious and all-laudable apostles; of our father among the saints, John Chrysostom, archbishop of 
Constantinople, whose Divine Liturgy we have now celebrated; of the holy, glorious and right-
victorious Martyrs; of our venerable and God-bearing Fathers; of Saint George, the patron and protector 
of this holy community; of the holy and righteous ancestors of God, Joachim and Anna, and of all the 
saints: have  mercy on us and save us, forasmuch as He is good and loveth mankind.  
 

Priest: Through the prayers of our  Holy Fathers, Lord Jesus Chr ist our  God, have mercy upon us 
and save us.  
Choir: Amen.  



The Entry of the Holy Theotokos into the Temple is one of the twelve major church feasts 
and is numbered among those that affect our salvation. What takes place on this day? The three-year-old 
Child, the Most-holy Virgin Mary, is brought by Her parents to the temple of Jerusalem. She is placed on 
the temple steps and, moved by Divine revelation, the high priest Zacharias comes out to Her and leads 
Her into the Holy of Holies – the place where God Himself was mysteriously present, the place which no 
man could ever enter except the high priest, who, moreover, went in only once a year and not without  
sacrificial blood. And it is precisely this place, the Holy of Holies, which the Virgin Mary enters, invisibly 
carrying within Herself a new, living sacrifice – the forthcoming Christ, Saviour of the world, Who will 
sacrifice Himself in order to deliver all men from sin and death. 

This holiday is “wondrous,” as sings the Church, not finding words to express the inexpressible joy, hope 
and expectation which commence with today’s event.  

From a mysterious and grace-filled seed there will grow up a new covenant between God and man. The 
Saviour’s most-pure, animate temple – the Most-holy Maiden, precious bridal chamber, sacred treasure 
of God’s glory – is led into the Lord’s temple. And She brings with Her the foreshadowing of God’s   
goodwill to all of mankind, the beginning of a new covenant between God and man, the end of the many 
centuries of man’s alienation from God, and the end of our bondage to sin. Only a brief time remains, 
only several more years, for the fulfillment of that which the entire humanity awaits – the appearance of 
God Himself in the flesh, by way of the Most-holy Virgin. 

She will be brought up in God’s temple – a place of holiness, purity and the power of God. She will be 
nourished by Divine grace, in order to become capable of containing Divinity Itself, so that the mystery of 
God’s incarnation could take place through Her. She must become used to conversing with the angels, in 
order to harken to the Archangel Gabriel’s glad tidings. She must encompass God within Her heart, in 
order to truly become a new temple of God. 

We are all familiar with the words of the Apostle Paul: “Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and 
that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the 
temple of God is holy, which temple ye are.” This mystery is revealed to us because we are called upon to 
become the temples of God, and this is the reason for today’s celebration. 

Today’s feast reminds us of the unique significance of man-made temples (i.e. churches). Let us ponder 
today: what is a church of God? When we come here today to celebrate the feast, we not only participate 
in wondrous hymn-singing, but we touch upon eternity, which is always present in a church of God. And 
nothing else in life makes sense except in the light of eternity. We should ponder this and repent of how 
often we remain deaf and blind to these great mysteries, and reject God’s gifts. 

The Church cannot save us by itself. For our salvation we must actively participate in church life. The 
Lord calls upon us today to think of this, and to see the sinful condition in which each one of us lives. The 
Lord continues to await our repentance. He continues to patiently tolerate our detrimental lack of faith, 
and continuously wishes to enfold us within His grace, in order that we may be saved from the terrible 
misfortunes that are coming upon the world. 

And we know that the Most-holy Virgin Mary, Mother of the suffering mankind that is being destroyed by 
its sins, will surely intercede for all those who appeal to Her with faith and love, and who offer their lives 
unto Her. 

Let us thank God that our churches are still standing, and that the Lord and the Mother of God are     
present in them along with us. We magnify Thee, O Most-holy Virgin, God-chosen Maiden, and we honor 
Thine Entry into the Temple of the Lord. 

The feast of the Entry of the Holy Virgin Mary, the Mother of God, into the temple is a feast of the Church 
itself. It is also a feast of all of us, because the Holy Virgin, ascending the steps of the temple of             



Jerusalem, presages not only Her future life, Her ascension into the Holy of Holies, but also presages the 
affiliation of mankind with Christ’s way of the cross and with His Resurrection. This feast tells us that the 
Mother of God, Who now enters the Holy of Holies, is even greater than the Holy of Holies. By the grace of 
God She is more honorable than the cherubim and beyond compare more glorious than the seraphim. She is 
above all creation. And not only by the grace of God, but by the hope of all of mankind, which has rushed 
towards this light, towards this holy of holies, towards this focal point of life and the source of life itself – 
the Lord – through the darkness of ages, through all sorrows, through all the sins and horrors of history. 

The entry of the Most-holy Mother of God into the Holy of Holies is revealed to us as the path each one of 
us must take. It has been said: “The virgins that follow Her shall be brought unto the king, Her companions 
shall be brought unto Thee” (Psalm 45:14). This has been said about every person and primarily about 
children. For this reason children participate in a special way in today’s feast along with us. This is always 
very joyful, because if everyone were to participate in what the Lord gives us, our entire being would be 
transformed. The salvation which the Lord grants us depends on our offering of our children and on our 
own lives. It also depends primarily on how we lead our children through life, for what we prepare them 
and to what we actually dedicate them. What Joachim and Anna did was a great labor of love. Having been 
barren their entire life, they gave up their sole daughter. They gave Her to God, dedicated Her to the Lord, 
as though they separated Her from themselves, in order that She belong entirely to God alone. 

What Joachim and Anna have done, offering to God the fruit of their prayers, far exceeds any spiritual    
labors that we could set up as an example. But let us ponder the following: often we find ourselves in a       
situation similar to these people – Joachim and Anna, – when misfortune befalls us, when we are in need, 
when we are ready to promise the Lord everything, say all kinds of words of love, just so He would help us, 
would deliver us from such a state. And then sorrow passes, need passes. But when the time comes to fulfill 
our promise, we begin to vacillate. We begin to delay the fulfillment of our own words: “I will definitely do 
this, Lord, only I pray Thee, do such-and-such for me, what I ask of Thee…”. And for this reason our life 
turns out to be barren. It is barren not in terms of childlessness (although that may also be possible), but in 
a deeper and more significant sense. 

Thinking about this, we should pray today to the Lord and the Mother of God that we may be granted the 
grace of understanding that we have a true life, that we may be aware that the event which the Church    
celebrates today is the entry of the holy 3-year-old maiden into the Holy of Holies and Her sanctification by 
the grace of God for Her future encompassing of God the Word. And all of this for the fulfillment of the   
sacrament of God’s incarnation and for our salvation, which is already coming to pass. For it is not in vain 
that we sing: “Christ is born – glorify Him, Christ descends from heaven – meet ye Him.” 

Remember that our salvation has actually come to pass already, and it is not only a remembrance. Over and 
over again we are given the Lent and the approach to the Nativity of Christ in order for our life to become 
truly more profound, truly deepen with the knowledge of the one unique mystery – that God has become 
man, that He is present in the life and destiny of each one of us. He always hears our every prayer, because 
there is no longer that curse which used to hang over every person, there is no longer that inescapable and 
ineffaceable stamp of evil which tainted mankind before Christ’s incarnation. The way to heaven is open to 
every person. We must only desire and want genuine truth, genuine beauty, and the light which had once 
shone for us, the light which the Lord sometimes gives back to us, and without which everything becomes 
extinguished. 

What can we bring to the Lord on this feast day? The parents of the Most-holy maiden Mary – Joachim and 
Anna – brought Him their own child, but what shall we give the Lord? Does the One to Whom belongs the 
entire earth and before Whom all the stars in heaven shine need the candles and the vigil lights which we 
offer to God? They are needed only to testify to the meaningfulness of our prayers and our standing before 
God. There are no other sacrifices which we can offer Him except one, of which He says: “Son, give Me thy 
heart,” because our heart is the only thing which does not yet fully belong to Him. He has given us His own 
heart and wishes us to give Him ours. He, Who loves us and gives all of Himself for us, is waiting for our  



love in return. 

Let us pray to God that we may learn this love. Every person understands what reciprocal love is, and how 
terrible is unrequited love. It is precisely love which each person needs, every human soul needs. And the 
Lord Himself needs us to love Him with all our heart, all our thoughts, all our strength, our entire life. And 
to love God means to keep His commandments, as He Himself has said. Only when we keep His command-
ments can we learn what this all means and of what kind of love Christ is speaking. Only then can we learn 
this love and be worthy of the Lord, be able to stand up for Christ’s honor in this world where childhood, 
purity, and sanctity are being defiled. And this we can accomplish only when we go to church and receive 
God’s grace there, which is always given as long as we are turned towards the Lord. 

Let us entreat the Lord for this incorruptible wealth, which He bountifully grants to all of us by the prayers 
and intercession of the Holy Theotokos. Let us also entreat Him for the ability to respond to His             
immeasurable gifts with our love, our entire life, the offering of our children to Him. And most precious of 
all – the unity which we achieve through Him. Amen. 

 

 



 The Great Martyr George 
 
The holy, glorious and right-victorious Great-martyr and Trophy
-bearer George was a Christian Roman soldier killed                
under Diocletian at the beginning of the fourth century. Though 
he was born in Cappadocia, his mother was from Palestine, and 
thus he is a particular favorite of many Palestinian Christians. 
He is also the patron saint of Moscow, Georgia, and England, 

amongst other places. The Church commemorates St. George on April 23, and the      
translation of his relics on November 3.  
 
According to Tradition, St. George was born to a Christian family during the late 
3rd century. His father was from Cappadocia and served as an officer of the          
army. His mother was from Lydda, Palestine. She returned to her native city as a 
widow along with her young son after the martyrdom of St. George's father, 
where she provided him with a respectable education and raised him in piety. 
 
The youth, it would seem, followed his father's example in joining the army soon    
after his coming of age. He proved to be a charismatic soldier and consequently 
rose quickly through the military ranks of the time. By his late twenties he had 
gained the titles of tribunus (tribune) and later comes (count). By that time St. 
George had been stationed in Nicomedia as a member of the personal guard      
attached to Roman Emperor Diocletian (reign 284–305). 
 
In 303, Diocletian issued an edict authorizing the systematic persecution of    
Christians across the Empire. His Caesar, Galerius, was supposedly responsible for 
this decision and would continue the persecution during his own reign (305–311). It 
is  believed that St. George was ordered to take part in the persecution but     
instead confessed to being a Christian himself and criticized the imperial decision. 
An enraged Diocletian proceeded in ordering the torture of this apparent traitor 
and his execution. 
Then, after innumerable forms of torture, St. George was executed by          
decapitation in front of Nicomedia's defensive wall on April 23, 303. The witness 
of his suffering convinced Empress Alexandra and Athanasius, a pagan priest, to  
also become Christians, and so they also joined St. George in martyrdom as         
consequence. St. George's body was then returned to Lydda for burial, where      
Christians soon came to honor St. George as a martyr. 
. 


